
   

 

LIVER DIGEST 
A  w eek l y  upd a t e  o f  PLR C  h appen i n gs 

 

August 19, 2021  

 

 

 

  

 

 

www.livercenter.pitt.edu 

 

Please acknowledge support from the PLRC (NIH/NIDDK 

P30DK120531) in your publications and presentations. (Click for a 

copy/paste version for manuscript and grant submissions)  

 

 

http://www.livercenter.pitt.edu/


 

Please continue to share your relevant accolades (grants, manuscripts, other news) with us, as it 

relates to PLRC mission, so we can share with all members. Please visit PLRC website here for 

up-to-date news, and upcoming seminar and event information. Contact AJ Singh 

(singha16@upmc.edu) if you have specific questions or suggestions. 
 

 

 

Pilot & Feasibility Grant Program: Request for Application (Letter of 

Intent) will be announced next week  
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PLRC Annual Retreat; Full Program Announced, see Agenda linked below 
  

https://livercenter.pitt.edu/
mailto:singha16@upmc.edu


 

The Pittsburgh Liver Research Center will be hosting it's PLRC Annual Retreat this fall at the 

University Club. We are excited to share that our keynote speaker will be Dr. Sonya 

MacParland. Dr. MacParland is a Scientist at the Toronto General Research Institute, and 

Assistant Professor at the University of Toronto in the Departments of Immunology, 

and Laboratory Medicine & Pathobiology. She is also the Course Director of the UHN/U of T 

Training Program in Regenerative Medicine. Dr. MacParland has done seminal work in single 

cell mapping of the human liver with emphasis on immune cells.  

 

The PLRC is thrilled to host Dr. Anantha Shekhar, Senior Vice Chancellor for the Health 

Sciences and John and Gertrude Peterson Dean of the School of Medicine. Dr. Shekhar 

joined the University of Pittsburgh in June 2020 and is a nationally recognized educator, basic 

and clinical researcher and entrepreneur, leading all Pitt health sciences schools with an 

educational initiative, modeled, "impact through translation." 

  

Click here for the PLRC Retreat Agenda 

RSVP will be sent out shortly. 

Click here for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

PLRC Virtual Seminar on Tuesday, August 24 at 12pm 
 

The next PLRC virtual seminar will be held on Tuesday, August 24 at 12:00 pm via Zoom. 

Dr. Courtney Sparacino-Watkins, current PLRC member and Research Assistant 

Professor of Medicine, will be presenting a talk, entitled, "Mitochondrial ARC2 enzyme 

modulates energy metabolism by promoting fat over glucose utilization." 

 

Zoom Meeting: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/94996033342  

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immunology.utoronto.ca%2Ffaculty%2Fsonya-macparland&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155572278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Kj1GM7CGe1%2FY90rkQXfbOyZ3zBVnd9feIVYzqZE2Wss%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immunology.utoronto.ca%2Ffaculty%2Fsonya-macparland&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155572278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Kj1GM7CGe1%2FY90rkQXfbOyZ3zBVnd9feIVYzqZE2Wss%3D&reserved=0
https://www.chancellor.pitt.edu/people/anantha-shekhar
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1%2Ffiles%2Fc321f70a-6ac8-1424-9b2e-a64db44ae526%2FPLRC_Retreat_Agenda.02.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155582234%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=u8ot5%2BXmfGsgIDKEphTWnVI6xu4TIggMh37pwWK4CA8%3D&reserved=0
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/event/pittsburgh-liver-research-center-retreat/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/courtney-sparacino-watkins-phd/
https://pitt.zoom.us/j/94996033342


 

AASLD Summer Webinar Series 
 

 

Summer Webinar Series (Register online): 

All times in ET 

 

Thursday, August 26 at 12pm-1pm 

The Use of Quantitative HBSAG in Clinical Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

DOM's Annual Internal Medicine Course held virtually on October 21 & 22 
 

DOM’s annual Internal Medicine course will be held virtually on October 21 & 22.  Drs. 

McGrath & PLRC member Dr. Jaideep Behari are on course faculty.  

• Registration is free for fellows & trainees, as well as all physicians, APP’s, and 

nurses who are within their first year of practice.  Contact domuim@upmc.edu for 

the discount code. 

• Costs for all other physicians/medical professionals are $245/$145 through 9/9/21, 

or $270/$170 after 9/9/21.  

To view the agenda & register, visit > https://cce.upmc.com/update-internal-medicine-

2021#group-tabs-node-course-default1.  Questions? > domuim@upmc.edu  

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faasld.informz.net%2Finformzdataservice%2Fonlineversion%2Find%2FbWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTAxMTA3ODImc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTEwNzAyNTY3MjE%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155592190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lIJC8cNFn33KqiIWET5J96FkXPI%2BH%2F0k5wOqeatmoNA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldtimebuddy.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155592190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i7lP6jI6uFcQp0FxHtKk9AXM%2BGPLF6NuvJtAgA2TEP0%3D&reserved=0
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/jaideep-behari-md-phd/
mailto:domuim@upmc.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcce.upmc.com%2Fupdate-internal-medicine-2021%23group-tabs-node-course-default1&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155602146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xi3KOiRwpp5OvR%2FOyhWxbaZDwfeZUWKojiNK9Makzz8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcce.upmc.com%2Fupdate-internal-medicine-2021%23group-tabs-node-course-default1&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155602146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xi3KOiRwpp5OvR%2FOyhWxbaZDwfeZUWKojiNK9Makzz8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:domuim@upmc.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faasld.informz.net%2Finformzdataservice%2Fonlineversion%2Find%2FbWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9MTAxMTA3ODImc3Vic2NyaWJlcmlkPTEwNzAyNTY3MjE%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155582234%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DiTCJXTnJEHlD%2BE%2BENPv8MGF1i2ispK4QcFD3ztDhe8%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

AASLD Masterclass 2021 for Early Career Investigators 
 

"The 2021 AASLD/EASL Masterclass, provides a unique educational collaboration of 

clinical, basic, and translational scientists from leading academic medical institutions from 

both sides of the Atlantic. Participants will attend a two-day intensive training session 

designed for future leaders in academic hepatology.  The program will consist of academic 

lectures, interactive break-out sessions, individual meetings with tutors, abstract 

presentations and a poster session, and social events to give early-stage investigators (MD, 

PhD, or MD/PhD, or equivalent) the opportunity to network with world leaders in hepatology. 

This year’s program is hosted by AASLD and will be held in the U.S.A." 

To Learn more and to apply, Click Here 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Gordon Research Seminars on Alcohol-Induced End Organ Diseases 
 

"The 2021 Gordon Research Seminar on Alcohol-Induced End Organ Diseases is an 

excellent opportunity for trainees in labs studying alcohol-associated injury spanning in 

experience from early graduate students to senior post-docs to meet and build a future 

network of peers." 

 

Click here for the flyer and additional information 

 

 

 

 

Post-Doc Positions available 

 
The laboratory of Dr. Mo Ebrahimkhani at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and 

Pittsburgh Liver Research Center seek qualified candidates for two post-doc positions. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faasld.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0xMDAwMzQxNyZwPTEmdT0xMDcwMjU2NzIxJmxpPTg2MzgxMzI5%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155602146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P7WQdkmYCppDF6F9mGYfMQKJuzA4ZtacQIgJ6bMGTc4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aasld.org%2Fevent%2Faasld-easl-masterclass%3Futm_source%3Dinformz%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dmailings&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155612100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JVxO0zA9H%2FeL3tB9w1W9JNO%2B%2F9B2HvevaRUH03J9fAw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1%2Ffiles%2Fad9ebb93-18a3-2b23-999e-43efdc0d33bf%2F2021_GRS_on_Alcohol_Induced_End_Organ_Diseases.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155612100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52oOhKeh1y6EuR3v5XjHNHINNzveV0M22lkmHwKiuzI%3D&reserved=0


 

Click here for more information. 
Ebrahimkhani Lab website 

   

The laboratory of Dr. Samira Kiani at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and 

Pittsburgh Liver Research Center seek qualified candidates for two post-doc positions. 
Click here for more information. 
Kiani Lab website 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Research and travel grants 

Ruth and Richard Julin Foundation 

 

Annual meeting young investigator awards 

European Society for Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition (ESPGHAN) 

 

United European Gastroenterology week young investigator awards 

European Society for Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition (ESPGHAN) 

 

Allied health professional award 

European Society for Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition (ESPGHAN) 

 

To see all NIH Grants sorted by week, please visit: NIH Guide: 2021 

Or click below: 

• August 20 

• August 13 

Click here for all current NIDDK Funding opportunities 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1%2Ffiles%2F9be48f70-11d9-40b7-99ab-bbaa7e2268dd%2Fpostdoc_ad_Ebrahimkhani_LAB_April_2021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155612100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O5hE2C9qNds8mjgVmbLezmnSB%2FUS2n6Y%2Fmohn1aRLpY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ebrahimkhanilab.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155622056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7TCf3EnXzT4vWrQtDLg%2FhazjWZkIqhIO8uu%2FfBxAokI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1%2Ffiles%2Fdf1458d2-ee4a-a85a-3420-45c3a839cf90%2Fpostdoc_ad_sk_05_21.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155622056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=khQKqZFCjKKPS%2Fzuy5Wu80n4VIT99Mp%2BlHq68c3K1G0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kianilab.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155632014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=URIUzstmDkKFb5lVsKD6QyCNczaQ7AHN2mYUOaDHCks%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Fpivot.proquest.com%2Ffunding_opps%2F89ff2a84-2e10-4d50-a8dd-d1d75de8f0f3%3Futm_source%3DWFA%26utm_campaign%3Dsavedspecific%26utm_medium%3DEmail__%3B!!NHLzug!fw8oV4U-H93krjno4yE3PZqfv2scun2p_olPJfvXvejs-iGfSV6ye-K_o1LSmjoj3g%24&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155632014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Vxv3CjwIal9JQBv7OXL%2BT4OYIncGxYNh6h0an4EsLX4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Fpivot.proquest.com%2Ffunding_opps%2Fd291dc5f-e0bf-42c9-a467-d1d75de8f0f3%3Futm_source%3DWFA%26utm_campaign%3Dsavedspecific%26utm_medium%3DEmail__%3B!!NHLzug!fw8oV4U-H93krjno4yE3PZqfv2scun2p_olPJfvXvejs-iGfSV6ye-K_o1IgxnYDWQ%24&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155641973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FmsqG9lwsenHget3L1Q3UFQrhHW81Axn2ilsOVFX6vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Fpivot.proquest.com%2Ffunding_opps%2Fd4caabf1-b8fb-4c22-aafd-d1d75de8f0f3%3Futm_source%3DWFA%26utm_campaign%3Dsavedspecific%26utm_medium%3DEmail__%3B!!NHLzug!fw8oV4U-H93krjno4yE3PZqfv2scun2p_olPJfvXvejs-iGfSV6ye-K_o1JQ2Piarg%24&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155641973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wVNJHAKrjQXGirD1Oux3qKHE5w8ZGijyMEsoCSom8aY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Fpivot.proquest.com%2Ffunding_opps%2Fa19a08ec-f69f-4204-a915-d1d75de8f0f3%3Futm_source%3DWFA%26utm_campaign%3Dsavedspecific%26utm_medium%3DEmail__%3B!!NHLzug!fw8oV4U-H93krjno4yE3PZqfv2scun2p_olPJfvXvejs-iGfSV6ye-K_o1IgYRkwMA%24&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155651925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Fmc2NprdGh18skYKGRGWWXboJLYhH0uz1NoWh4HMGeU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2FWeeklyIndex.cfm%3FWeekEnding%3D08-20-2021&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155651925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ttFMgxMzOVg90aDduHFnvnISOIj1niLqU%2BTedyvQRuE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2FWeeklyIndex.cfm%3FWeekEnding%3D08-13-2021&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5e61f5a8222f4720672608d9633a7dbe%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637649925155661881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rYIGf4ypoaMt49NXCelk5i7ZmXN1b7pmgqedGp61lXk%3D&reserved=0
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