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Next PLRC Virtual Seminar on December 15 at 12:00pm 
 

The next PLRC virtual seminar will be held on Tuesday, December 15 at 12:00 pm via 

Zoom. Dr. Wolfram Goessling, Chief of the Division of Gastroenterology and the Jules L. 

Dienstag, M.D. and Betty and Newell Hale Endowed Chair in Gastroenterology at Harvard 

University, will be presenting. The title of the talk will be, “Liver Regeneration: Fate and 

Function.” To join, please click here for Zoom info. 

  

This seminar has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™ and instructions on how to obtain 

the credits will be given at the beginning of the seminar. 

If you have any questions, please email Amanda Bytzura at bytzuraam@upmc.edu.  

 

Dr. Mo Ebrahimkhani published a manuscript in Cell Systems 
   

Dr. Mo Ebrahimkhani published an article in Cell Systems, entitled, “Gene Regulatory 

Network Analysis and Engineering Directs Development and Vascularization of 

Multilineage Human Liver Organoids.” This article illustrates that through genetic 

engineering, stem cells can be programmed to develop into mature liver tissue, extending 

the lives of sick animals with liver disease. PLRC members involved in this study 

are Dr. Samira Kiani, co-senior author and Dr. Silvia Liu, collaborator. The manuscript 

https://livercenter.pitt.edu/event/plrc-virtual-seminar-series-dr-wolfram-goessling/
https://mcusercontent.com/85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1/files/5a48d250-17ff-494c-8f2d-0a20af2e7840/PLRC_Virtual_Seminar_Dec_15_2020.pdf
mailto:bytzuraam@upmc.edu
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/mo-ebrahimkhani-md/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/samira-kiani-md/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/silvia-shuchang-liu-phd/


 

gained media attention, including the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and UPMC, and 

international attention through the Italian National paper, Corriere Della Sera. 

You can read the full article by clicking here. 

Click here to visit Ebrahimkhanilab 

  

 

 

Dr. Melanie Scott published a manuscript in Molecular Medicine 
 

Dr. Melanie Scott published a manuscript in Molecular Medicine, entitled, "Hepatocyte 

high-mobility group box 1 protects against steatosis and cellular stress during high 

fat diet feeding," addressing the pathogenesis of nonalcoholic fatty liver disease and 

investigating the role of HC-HMGB1 in the development of hepatic steatosis. Dr. Timothy 

Billiar, PLRC member, collaborated on the publication. 

To view the full publication, click here. 

 

 

Pathology Seminar Series - Liver, Wednesday Dec. 16 at 12-1pm 
  

Dr. George Michalopoulos, Menten Professor and Chair, Department of Pathology at 

University of Pittsburgh will be presenting a talk at Pathology Seminar Series 

entitled, “Regenerative biology of the liver.”  

 

For more information, please click here. 

  

 

Update Information 
Please continue to share your relevant accolades (grants, manuscripts, other news) with 

us, as it relates to PLRC mission, so we can share with all members. Please visit PLRC 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2020/12/07/University-Pittsburgh-Pitt-scientists-machine-learning-grow-tiny-livers-vascular-systems-study/stories/202012070011
https://www.upmc.com/media/news/120720-ebrahimkhani-cell-systems
https://www.corriere.it/salute/20_dicembre_07/mini-fegati-sintetici-creati-l-intelligenza-artificiale-d057ac08-38ad-11eb-a3d9-f53ec54e3a0b.shtml
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S2405471220304208?token=0DABCE5A76AE10534E7767FF49BE660016DDD0DBEC4FDBAA551209CB5A247B9EC56D8028294209C547F65AF57F851012
https://www.ebrahimkhanilab.com/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/melanie-scott-md-phd/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/timothy-billiar-md/
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/people/timothy-billiar-md/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7687718/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Flivercenter.pitt.edu%2Fpeople%2Fgeorge-michalopoulos-md-phd%2F__%3B!!NHLzug!aCfC8v0F0nHFlTknI6L57xIJsacUrzBq5oiiYTZcwpJ7bOfh8Am_S_tnsHpvzocd_g%24&data=04%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C5ea8d99a7d444eade1eb08d8962d4798%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637424468501409973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PXNtHtTOMajVCneradydlVP1RcXQvwZNvHO21OGp6JY%3D&reserved=0
https://mcusercontent.com/85eaee5d11348b5e4b21616b1/files/4aa55dd7-cc08-40e0-a424-88595c348955/Michalopoulos_12_16_2020.pptx
https://livercenter.pitt.edu/


 

website here. We expect the website experience to be even more dynamic through 

postings of relevant videos, blogs, spotlights, and images. We hope to depend on you to 

provide us such resources and links. Please contact AJ Singh (singha16@upmc.edu) if you 

have specific questions and suggestions. 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
   

Scholarships - Medical Sciences: General Announcement for Medical 

Sciences Sweden 

Kungl. Vetenskapsakademien 

 

Global Hemophilia ASPIRE 

Pfizer Global Medical Grants (GMG) 

Pfizer, Inc. 

 

Renewal - Cooperative Agreement to Support Shellfish Assistance Project (U01) 

Clinical Trial Not Allowed 

(RFA-FD-21-006) 

Food and Drug Administration 

Application Receipt Date(s): February 1, 2021 by 11:59 PM Eastern Time 

 

Renewal - Federal and University Partnership to Improve the Safety of Seafood from 

the Gulf of Mexico (U19 Clinical Trials Not Allowed) 

(RFA-FD-21-009) 

Food and Drug Administration 

Application Receipt Date(s): February 1, 2021 by 11:59 PM Eastern Time 
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