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FACULTY HIGHLIGHT 
   

Dr. Samira Kiani published an article in Nature Cell Biology, titled 

"Synthetic immunomodulation with a CRISPR super-repressor in 

vivo." The manuscript gained media attention, including in 

the Pittwire News outlet. You can read the full article by clicking 

here. 
 

 

 

 

NEXT VIRTUAL SEMINAR: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th AT 

12:00 PM 
 

Our next virtual seminar is scheduled for Tuesday, September 29 

at 12:00 PM. A Zoom link to access the seminar has been sent out 

to all members via email. Dr. Henry Dong, PLRC member, will be 

https://www.livercenter.pitt.edu/people/faculty/samira-kiani-md
https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/editing-immune-response-could-make-gene-therapy-more-effective
https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/editing-immune-response-could-make-gene-therapy-more-effective
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41556-020-0563-3
https://www.livercenter.pitt.edu/people/faculty/h-henry-dong-phd


giving a presentation on his research and the title of the talk will be: 

“FoxO1 in Insulin Resistance and Diabetic Dyslipidemia.” 

 

If you have any questions, please email Amanda Bytzura at 

bytzuraam@upmc.edu.  

   

 

   

FINAL SOTA LECTURE SEPTEMBER 29 AT 7:00 AM 
   

The Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition will be 

hosting their final State-of-the-Art Lecture of the series on Tuesday, 

September 29 at 7:00 am. Dr. Adam Slivka will present, "Evaluation 

& Management of Nonvariceal UGI & LGI Bleeding." 

 

Please click here for the Microsoft Teams link to join the 

meeting.  

You can also join by dialing 412-447-5295 and entering the 

Conference ID: 992 093 294# 

 

mailto:bytzuraam@upmc.edu
http://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NDc1ZGIyNzctZGM1OC00MjkxLWFhNGYtYWUxMWZlMjY0YWUz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228b3dd73e-4e72-4679-b191-56da1588712b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522410ffc2d-cdc3-4e0d-a50f-20361b10c948%2522%257d&data=02%7C01%7Ckil6%40pitt.edu%7C1c87f72b004743a568c808d81c3aeb6b%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637290386698181750&sdata=vYXZ8dDVpgIa43z%2Bu7l3bAxu%2BJs8%2BnG2x8CNYaH4oHc%3D&reserved=0
http://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NDc1ZGIyNzctZGM1OC00MjkxLWFhNGYtYWUxMWZlMjY0YWUz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228b3dd73e-4e72-4679-b191-56da1588712b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522410ffc2d-cdc3-4e0d-a50f-20361b10c948%2522%257d&data=02%7C01%7Ckil6%40pitt.edu%7C1c87f72b004743a568c808d81c3aeb6b%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637290386698181750&sdata=vYXZ8dDVpgIa43z%2Bu7l3bAxu%2BJs8%2BnG2x8CNYaH4oHc%3D&reserved=0
tel:+1%20412-447-5295,,992093294


 

 
 



 

 

 

SPECIAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

  

The University of Pittsburgh is expanding its successful partnership 

with Takeda Pharmaceutical Co. and is seeking requests for 

proposals for funded research projects across a range of categories. 

Funding can be up to NIH (R01) levels and most projects are expected 

to be in the range of 18-30 months. 

  

Available categories are as follows: 

  

Liver Disease  

• Advanced/late stage liver disease (F3, F4 NASH only), anti-

fibrosis drivers 

• Hepatocyte rejuvenation, regeneration, replacement 

• Primary sclerosing cholangitis 

• Rare disease and genetic linked: Wilson’s 

 

Translational and Clinical  

• Clinically meaningful targets, biomarkers, models, assays, 

endpoints 



• Causal validation of targets, therapeutic modulation that 

recapitulates human biology 

• Patient progression and disease outcome predictions 

• Patient identification and stratification strategies 

  

Areas of no interest include  

• Metabolic NASH/NAFLD 

• Hepatitis 

 

Criterial for Project selection 

• Transformative approach, platform, or biology 

• Clearly defined proposal with a testable hypothesis  

o Specify activities to be performed in investigator lab vs 

those by Takeda team 

o Insight and/or expertise in the disease biology 

• Availability of in vitro and in vivo models to robustly test the 

therapeutic hypothesis 

 

Dr. Alex Goddard will be presenting Takeda’s areas of interest on 

Sept 25th from 3-4pm via Zoom. Please register here 

  

Short, non-confidential proposals are due October 15th and will be 

https://go.innovation.pitt.edu/takeda-funding?utm_campaign=OEP&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ZosGCiF5krDgmQ9vRc8QIPSG0ZyK9rZWeTApJTATTOwo5VK2nzEHwSgpKV9PP1dqWSdfh


 

reviewed by the Innovation Institute prior to submission. The 

application can be found at the linked site. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Amanda Bytzura at 

bytzuraam@upmc.edu.  

 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

  

Liver Scholar Award 

American Liver Foundation (ALF) 

 

ALF Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Award 

American Liver Foundation (ALF) 

 

BRAIN Initiative: Pilot resources for brain cell type-specific 

access and manipulation across vertebrate species (U01 

Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 

(RFA-MH-20-556) 

National Institute of Mental Health 

National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health 

National Eye Institute 

National Institute on Aging 

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftakedaalliance.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fpitt_takeda_fall_2020&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C0ee02acf07174555cc0a08d85f2ef8a8%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002630248211&sdata=SrOT7T77Xe1e0OhZMU6arPi5sG1n85t6nkdW%2F1bt%2FDM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bytzuraam@upmc.edu
https://liverfoundation.org/medical-professionals/alf-research-awards-program/#2019-liver-scholar-award
https://liverfoundation.org/medical-professionals/alf-research-awards-program/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-MH-20-556.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700719520&sdata=vfcaJYWICLVaar0Rho%2FqJh9gSajFbKqgwikWA0adhU0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-MH-20-556.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700719520&sdata=vfcaJYWICLVaar0Rho%2FqJh9gSajFbKqgwikWA0adhU0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-MH-20-556.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700719520&sdata=vfcaJYWICLVaar0Rho%2FqJh9gSajFbKqgwikWA0adhU0%3D&reserved=0


National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development 

National Institute on Drug Abuse 

National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders 

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 

Application Receipt Date(s): February 11, 2021; October 19, 2021, 

by 5:00 PM local time of applicant organization. 

 

HEAL Initiative: Non-addictive Analgesic Therapeutics 

Development [Small Molecules and Biologics] to Treat Pain 

(UG3/UH3 Clinical Trial Optional) 

(RFA-NS-21-010) 

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 

National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health 

National Eye Institute 

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development 

National Institute on Drug Abuse 

National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research 

National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 

Office of Research on Women's Health 

Application Receipt Date(s): November 18, 2020, March 24, 2021, 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-NS-21-010.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700729520&sdata=klLftIpRnh6i1d44l5WgE%2Boh47OTYzOxIcKJjqZUyXQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-NS-21-010.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700729520&sdata=klLftIpRnh6i1d44l5WgE%2Boh47OTYzOxIcKJjqZUyXQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Frfa-files%2FRFA-NS-21-010.html&data=02%7C01%7Cams712%40pitt.edu%7C8cbe9428a4ff4e61b25f08d85f2efbd7%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637364002700729520&sdata=klLftIpRnh6i1d44l5WgE%2Boh47OTYzOxIcKJjqZUyXQ%3D&reserved=0


 

July 14, 2021, October 15, 2021, February 15, 2022, June 15, 2022, 

by 5:00PM local time of applicant organization. Alltypes of non-AIDS 

applicationsallowed for this funding opportunity announcement are 

due on these dates. 
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